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During the 2015 to 2019 drought period in the Western Cape, there was suddenly plenty of 

opportunity for ordinary Capetonians to talk about water. Initially, water conversations were 

about surface water, but the focus changed to groundwater in the queues at springs and as 

the drilling machines started to roam the neighbourhood streets. In order to broaden and 

enlighten insights into groundwater, a specific focus of the overarching project has been to 

reach a broad spectrum of residents.  

Faith communities exist in every part of the city and are well positioned for behaviour-change 

messaging and information sharing. All sacred scriptures contain teachings about the 

sacredness and value of water. 

The Green Anglicans is a movement started by the Anglican Church of Southern Africa. It is 

focused on empowering, encouraging and holding the church accountable in caring for the 

earth that God has graciously placed us on. Previously, the Green Anglicans successfully 

ran a youth development programme funded by the Nedbank Green Trust. While the 

previous efforts focused on water and the environment in broad terms, this project aimed to 

deepen the understanding of the importance of groundwater as part of the faith cycle of life. 

 

The key audience for the project  was: 

 The young people who formed part of the Water Disciples programme (from various 

churches in Athlone, Gugulethu, Nyanga and Crossroads in the Western Cape) 

 The churches on our mailing list and social media, which received and used the 

materials we produced 

 Community members who took part in clean-ups and received educational input at 

these events 

 Youth who attended hikes/events 

 Children who attended Sunday School and soup kitchen events 

 Members of faith communities and other communities who connected with events on-

line. 

 

The Water Disciples programme had four main aims: 

1. Development of awareness materials 

2. Citizen awareness events, linked to the environmental and religious calendar 

3. Broader network engagement, to broaden the reach beyond the Anglicans 

4. Project evaluation, reporting and communication. 

 

The outputs of the awareness project are summarised in Table A.1. Table A.2 summarises 

the different events and activities that happened during the project and some personal and 

project outcomes for each. Table A.3 contains quotes from youth who took part in the 

activities. 



Outcome Activity Achieved/not 
achieved 

Information  Materials developed/used 

OUTCOME 1 Development of awareness materials 

1.1 World Water Day 
Sunday Service 
2021 and 2022 

Yes Materials distributed to 14 000 mailing in 2021 and 2022. 
Received quite a few thank you messages but can’t 
measure how many implemented the materials. Some may 
have used only part of the materials.  

Service was held at the St George’s Anglican Cathedral on 
World Water Day 2021, with Rev Rachel Mash preaching, 
The Dean spoke of the importance of protecting the 
Camissa – the sweet waters beneath our feet. 

On World Water Day 2022, the World Council of Churches 
used our materials for an online service held at their centre 
in Geneva. 

World Water Day Service 
2021 and 2022 

(references to 
groundwater highlighted 
in blue in 2021 service , 
attached in Appendix A). 

 

1.2 Sunday School 
programme 

Yes Sunday Schools were shut during Covid-19, so we ran two 
sessions with a soup kitchen at Eluvukweni Anglican Church 
in Crossroads. The first was in September 2021 and the 
second in December 2021. We learned that our numbers 
(over 100) were too large. The colouring activity worked 
the best. But they had fun! 

We ran one Sunday School activity at Eluvukweni Anglican 
Church in Crossroads to celebrate World Water Day on 
20 March 2022. 

Learning materials were 
developed for Sunday 
School teachers and 
primary school children. 
These included colouring 
activities (see Appendix A). 

 

1.3 Baptism class No We didn’t get to prepare these materials because we were 
not allowed to do baptisms due to Covid-19.  We aim to 
prepare them in 2022. 

 

  



1.4 Water Disciples 
(Youth Group of 
groundwater 
guardians) 

Yes This group bonded, did hikes and clean-ups and ran 
educational events. The programme started in March 2021 
on World Water Day and ended in April 2022.  

 

 

 

A list of the names is 
provided in Appendix B. 

The names of participating 
churches are also given in 
Appendix B. 

OUTCOME 2 Citizen awareness events, linked to the environmental and religious calendar 

2.1 Eco Champs Camp No, still to 
come 

This has been heavily delayed because of Covid-19.  The 
camp is set to take place at Zeekoevlei with Nature 
Connect during the school holidays in June/July 2022 once 
we are sure that there is no Covid-19 risk.  

 

2.2 Wetlands worship 
and work  

Yes We had an event at Intaka and Rondevlei – but the areas 
were both too clean for clean-ups! Hence the focus was on 
nature immersion and environmental education. 

No materials developed, 
discussions and talks with 
participants. 

2.3 Lenten Fast for the 
Earth  

Yes This was run in 2021 and 2022 with one of the weeks 
focusing on water. Two of the days focused particularly on 
groundwater – the day before World Water Day and World 
Water Day itself.  

The 2022 Fast calendar 
with inclusion of 
groundwater is given in 
Appendix B. 

2.4 River restoration  Partly Rev. Rachel Mash is the chair of Renew the Elsies Kraal and 
is involved in that project, but this wasn’t run by Green 
Anglicans. 

 

2.5 Journey of Water 
hikes  

Yes We did hikes on Table Mountain with the Water Disciples, 
the Together for Creation group and the Anglican youth 
fellowship. 

Information shared on 
springs around Cape 
Town, how springs are 
formed. Informal materials 
developed by WWF. 



2.6 Peninsula paddle  Partly The educational trip for all Water Disciples had to be 
cancelled initially due to dangerously high E. coli levels and 
bad water quality  

Instead, two Green Anglicans were invited to join a mini-
paddle with the Cape Town Mayor on World Water Day in 
March 2022. 

 

2.7 Aquifer activism  No The intention was to link the Water Disciples to another 
groundwater project in Philippi. Sadly, Covid-19 and 
sporadic violence in the Philippi area did not allow for the 
project exchange to take place.  

 

2.8 Ocean clean-up  Yes This took place at three beach sites (Hout Bay, Muizenberg 
and Blouberg) on 4 December 2021.  

 

2.9 Memory trees  Yes 30 spekboom trees were distributed in Crossroads and 
Khayelitsha 

See Annexure D 

OUTCOME 3 Broader network engagement, to broaden reach beyond the Anglicans 

 

3.1 Share with faith 
partner 
organisations 

Yes The Water Disciples came from different churches in 
Athlone, Gugulethu, Crossroads and Nyanga (Anglican, 
Catholic, Zion, Baptist and Athlone Community Church and 
New Crossroads Community Church). 

The Together for Creation Group is from different churches 
(Catholic, Dutch Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican and 
Methodist). 

All the online events were attended by people from 
different faiths.  

 

  



OUTCOME 4 Project evaluation, reporting and communication 

 

4.1 Engaging around 
materials 
developed for 
Outcome 1 

Yes The input of WWF was very helpful with the preparation of 
materials. Klaudia Schachtschneider (WWF South Africa) 
led an introductory session at Edith Stevens Nature 
Reserve, which helped us to understand clearly the 
importance of groundwater. 

Marlese Nel (WWF South Africa) helped us with checking 
all the materials for scientific content and also provided 
graphic design support.  

Materials are in the 
Appendices 

4.2 Communicate 
progress at 
implementers 
meetings every two 
months; host public 
events 

Yes We gathered with other partners and shared our progress. 
It was interesting to hear what others were doing. The first 
session was face-to-face and generated a lot of energy.  

We attended the two events (initiation of project and 
launch of Table Mountain Water Source Partnership) at 
Kirstenbosch, which was a lot of fun. 

 

4.3 Cooperation with 
other awareness 
teams 

Limited Only at public events and implementers meetings. Proper 
exchange visits with Greenpop and the Philippi 
groundwater project were hindered by Covid-19 and 
unrest. 

 

4.4 Collecting change 
stories 

Yes Change stories were collected from the Water Disciples 
and the young people were invited to feed into the website 
stories.  

 

 



EVENT/VENUE/DATE AUDIENCE 
NUMBER 
OF 
ATTENDEES 

EDUCATIONAL INPUT 
SPIRITUAL 
INPUT 

OUTCOMES 

YOUTH EVENTS 

Opening at Edith Stevens Wetland 

 Water 
Disciples 

15 

How wetlands work 
 
Commissioning 

Commissioning of 
group 

World Water Day 2021 
What is underground water and how its 
cycle operates 

Rituals 
performed 
using water.  
Explore what 
the Bible says 
about water. 

Friendships forming 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/launch-
of-water-disciple-programme/ 

Protecting wetlands 
  Basic understanding of 

wetlands/groundwater 

Mar-21 Why care for groundwater?     

Hike to the springs on Table Mountain 

 Water 
Disciples  

21 

Understanding of the springs 

Refilling our 
spiritual wells 
after Covid-19 

Sense of “ownership” 
of Table Mountain. For 
many this was the first 
time on the mountain. 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/cape-
towns-springs-of-sweet-water/ 

The water cycle 
Understanding of 
springs 

Apr-21 
History of Camissa – place of sweet 
water 

“Is there a tap up there 
on the mountain?” one 
of the participants 
asked at the start. 

  

https://www.greenanglicans.org/launch-of-water-disciple-programme/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/launch-of-water-disciple-programme/


Intaka Island 

Water 
Disciples  

14 

Learning about wetlands, contextualise 
within communities 

What is God 
saying to you 
in His silence? 

Understanding careers 
in environmental 
conservation 

Outing and boat trip Different birds and their habitats First time on a boat! 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/connecting-
with-our-inner-being-the-spirituality-of-
water/ What one should study to be a ranger 

Human impact on the 
wetlands   

Nov-21 

Rondevlei 

Water 
Disciples  

11 

Learn about wetlands 

 Spirituality of 
the wetlands, 
cleaning our 
city’s rivers 

Both at Rondevlei and 
Intaka, the rangers 
were young and 
inspirational, which 
gave the young people 
ideas about career 
possibilities. 
Conservation is for all 
of "us”. 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/observe-at-
the-reserve-learning-about-the-wetlands/ 

Learn about indigenous plants  
We can also be 
cleansed and 
refreshed 

Feb-22 
Importance of alien control 

Plants for health 

  

Hike to springs with Anglican Youth 
Fellowship  Members of 

the Anglican 
Youth 
Fellowship 

11 
Learning about groundwater and the 
springs 

Filling our 
spiritual wells 
after Covid-19 

Better understanding 
of what springs are 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/refilling-
from-the-spiritual-well/ 

Feb-22 

Season of Creation Spring Hike 

Members of 
the Together 
for Creation 
team 
(Methodist, 
Lutheran, 
DRC, Catholic 
and Anglican) 

8 
Learning about springs and 
groundwater 

Filling our 
spiritual wells  

  
https://www.greenanglicans.org/season-of-
creation-spring-hike/ 

Oct-21 



Graduation of water disciples    13 
A fun afternoon of games and singing, 
acknowledgement of dedication and 
learning of youngsters 

    

Mar-22   

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UPS  

Urban transformation  (Community clean-
up in Nyanga) 

Water 
Disciples and 
community 
members 

42 

Identify an environmental challenge in 
your community 

 Serving the 
community 

 Local Community 
adopted the area and 
continues to keep it 
clean 

Clean up, paint a mural, plant succulents and 
trees 

Community mapping 

Gen 2:15: 
Work the land 
and look after 
it 

Well-organised 
community service 
from Water Disciples 

 https://www.greenanglicans.org/from-
dumpsite-to-community-garden/ 

Project management plan   
Ability to run a 
successful project 

May-21 Social skills 

  Six months after start-
up the garden is still 
looking good and we 
have donated compost 
and plants 

Urban transformation (Athlone clean-up) 

Only Water 
Disciples  

8 

Identify an environmental challenge in 
your community 

 Serving the 
community 

 There  needs to be 
community ownership 
(plants were stolen) 

  Project management plan 
Choose a location next 
to homes 

Jun-21 
Social skills: understating where my 
waste will end up 

We learned that if the 
community doesn’t 
own the project it will 
not be successful 

  



Clean-up at Philani 

Water 
Disciples and 
members of 
Church 

9 Reaching out to local community             
Serving the 
community 

The area looked quite 
good for a few months 
but then there was  
illegal dumping so it 
got full of rubbish 
again 

Crèche in Crossroads 
The challenges are 
multi-layered and a big 
one is lack of efficient 
municipal pick-up  

Putting in tyres with plants  

   

Aug-21 

Beach/ocean clean up  

Different 
churches and 
community 
members 

80 

Impact of plastic on the ocean and 
ocean creatures Connecting 

with God on 
the beach. 
Jesus and the 
fishermen – 
there was no 
plastic in 
Jesus‘s day! 

 It was a very windy 
day so we weren’t 
able to end with fun 
and swimming. But we 
also linked the day to 
the Shell Seismic 
blasting and protecting 
the oceans from 
plastic and from 
blasting.  

Done at Blouberg, Muizenberg and Hout Bay. Pollution as a crisis in our city 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/big-beach-
clean-up/  

Danger of polluted water at Hout Bay 
beach due to lack of services at 
Imizamo Yethu township 

04-Dec-21 Impact of seismic blasting        

  

https://www.greenanglicans.org/big-beach-clean-up/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/big-beach-clean-up/


CHILDREN’S EVENTS 

Soup kitchen event 

Children in 
Crossroads  

100+ 

Impact of plastic on communities 

  

It was a bit 
chaotic; too many 
kids to try and 
teach! 

Jun-21 Understanding underground water 

Difficult to have 
impactful 
education when 
you have a large 
group of kids 

 Soup kitchen event Children at soup 
kitchen in 
Crossroads  

100+ 
Impact of plastic and understanding 
groundwater 

  

Here we brought 
the kids indoors 
and they coloured 
in pictures 
showing the cycle 
of plastic and how 
it ends up in water 

Dec-21 

  



Sunday School event 
Sunday School 
kids at Eluvukweni 

30 

Importance of water – the Water Cycle 
and how the water ends up 
underground. We must save water. 

    

Showed model with sand and a straw. 
https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-
water-day-educating-the-youth-about-
groundwater/ 

TREE PLANTING  

Tree planting: Memorial trees Water Disciples 
and community 
members  

30 The planting of the trees had a healing 
purpose, but it was possible to bring in 
the education angle that trees will use 
groundwater when big. Until then they 
need nurturing and in droughts they 
need extra watering   

Since many 
could not 
attend  
funeral 
services of 
loved ones,  
the tree 
planting was a 
healing 
moment  

30 memorial trees 
were planted 

Crossroads and Khayelitsha  

https://www.greenanglicans.org/memorial-
trees/ 

June/July 2021 

Birthday trees campaign 

Online campaign   
We were promoting “birthday trees” – 
plant a tree or give a tree to someone 
on their birthday 

    
https://www.greenanglicans.org/celebrate-
your-birthday-with-birthdaytrees/ 

July to Sep 2021 

  

https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-water-day-educating-the-youth-about-groundwater/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-water-day-educating-the-youth-about-groundwater/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-water-day-educating-the-youth-about-groundwater/


Spekboom Steenberg 
293 young 
people  

The Bishop gave each person a  
Spekboom as a symbol of spiritual 
growth (see Appendix D) 

Just like your 
faith, a plant 
needs to be 
watered and 
cared for and 
when it grows 
you can share 
it with others 

How to grow a 
succulent 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/grow-
spekboom-as-a-symbol-of-your-spiritual-
life/ 

Included youth 
from the following 
areas in Cape 
Town: Bergvliet, 
Silvertown, 
Crawford, 
Cathedral, 
Constantia, 
Gugulethu, 
District Six, 
Wynberg, 
Hanover Park, 
Retreat, 
Bonteheuwel, 
Claremont, 
Crossroads, 
Hazendal, 
Manenberg, 
Hout Bay, 
Rondebosch, 
Plumstead, 
Woodstock, 
Newlands 

  
Enforced our commitment to the Fifth 
mark of Mission to care for Creation  

  

Spekboom as a 
good carbon 
offset, waterwise 
plant 

Continues   

 

  



OTHER EVENTS 

Project events organised at Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens by WWF 

Delegates from 
Danish Embassy, 
all partners from 
the Table 
Mountain Water 
Source 
Partnership, 
media  

3 Water 
Disciples 

Learned more about the whole 
programme overall  

  

It made those 
attended feel 
very important to 
be part of this 

Two WWF/Danish Events: Initiation of 
project, launch of Table Mountain Water 
Source Partnership 

“I never thought I 
would drink 
cappuccino!” 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/water-
disciples-meets-danish-ambassador/ 

  



River Club 
Green Anglicans 
team  

2 

Attended a protest outside the River 
Club, protesting the development with  
Amazon as lead tenant  on the 
floodplain and  aquifer. This is a 
groundwater recharge zone. (See 
Appendix D) 

  

https://www.new

s24.com/news24/
southafrica/news
/court-stops-r45-
billion-river-club-
development-
including-new-
amazon-
headquarters-
20220320  

Active support for 
the campaign 
which later on 
was successful as 
the building has 
been interdicted 
by the judge! 

Cathedral Rev. Rachel Mash 120 people 
Wells and springs in the Bible.  
Water Justice 

The importance 
of groundwater. 
The threat of 
the River Club 
Development. 

The Dean used 
the liturgy and 
Rev. Rachel 
preached about 
protecting water 
and mentioned 
the River Club 
(Appendix C) 

  

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/court-stops-r45-billion-river-club-development-including-new-amazon-headquarters-20220320


Panellist on World Water Day online World 
Council of Churches event with Pedro 
Arrojo-Agudo, the Special Rapporteur on 
the human rights to safe drinking water and 
sanitation 

Online event 

    

Great quote: 
Water is the 
blue soul of the 
planet (Rev. 
Rachel Mash) 

  
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/un-
special-rapporteur-water-is-the-blue-soul-
for-life  

World Council of 
Churches 

  International  

Water Week Amsterdam addressed 
session on the role of Faith communities 
and water in Cape Town 

Online event 
organised by the 
Dutch Embassy 

  

Talked about the role of faith 
communities in Cape Town during the 
drought 

    https://vu.nl/en/about-vu/more-

about/round-table-religion-and-water  

Roundtable on Water 
  

The Roundtable was between 
Amsterdam, Jakarta and Cape Town 

Season of Creation  Online webinar 35-40 

Klaudia Schachtschneider (WWF South 
Africa) shared information about the 
importance of groundwater  

Spirituality of 
groundwater 

Good interaction 
with audience, 
plenty of 
questions and 
discussions. 

Sep-22 

  
https://www.face
book.com/56551
7611/videos/555
569285767429/ 

 

  

  

https://www.oikoumene.org/news/un-special-rapporteur-water-is-the-blue-soul-for-life
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/un-special-rapporteur-water-is-the-blue-soul-for-life
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/un-special-rapporteur-water-is-the-blue-soul-for-life
https://vu.nl/en/about-vu/more-about/round-table-religion-and-water
https://vu.nl/en/about-vu/more-about/round-table-religion-and-water
https://www.facebook.com/565517611/videos/555569285767429/
https://www.facebook.com/565517611/videos/555569285767429/
https://www.facebook.com/565517611/videos/555569285767429/
https://www.facebook.com/565517611/videos/555569285767429/


Retreat St Johns Leadership Academy 
Theological 
students 

18 A day retreat for theological students 

During the quiet 
time we 
reflected on 
how our souls 
are like the 
empty dams 
and we need to 
be refilled from 
spiritual 
groundwater  

Connection 
between 
spirituality and 
the drought, 
groundwater 

Jul-21 

Participation in renewing the Elsies Kraal  Rev. Rachel Mash 
is chair of Renew 
the Elsies Kraal in 
Pinelands  

  

We do clean-ups, tree-planting and 
have installed a litter trap in the 
Pinelands part of the Elsies Kraal     

Continues 
https://www.facebook.com/RenewElsi
eskraal  

World Water Day (WWD) Twitter chat Twitter   

On WWD 2021 we did a twitter chat 
around groundwater. Over a 90-
minute period we posed a series of 
questions. Quite a number of people 
participated. 

    

Western Cape Climate Change Programme 
public participation event 

    
We were able to bring in the issue of 
groundwater and suggest they connect 
with WWF. Not sure if they did. 

    

  

https://www.facebook.com/RenewElsieskraal
https://www.facebook.com/RenewElsieskraal


World Water Day Paddle with the Mayor 

  50 
Kevin Winter (from the University of 
Cape Town) invited us to join the 
Mayor for a paddle. 

  

To raise 
awareness about 
the water 
pollution 
challenges, and 
the links between 
surface water and 
groundwater. 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-
water-day-paddle/  

MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED (see inclusion in appendices) 

World Water Day 2021 
By email, social 
media 

14 What is groundwater? 
Linking to the 
spirituality of 
water 

Liturgy across 
Southern Africa 
(Appendix C:  
Groundwater 
factsheet: 
Groundwater: 
The water we 
walk on) 

World Water Day Materials for Youth and 
Children  Circulated to 

Youth mailing  
10 Groundwater and the Water Cycle 

We are baptised 
by water, so it is 
our sacred 
element. We 
must protect it. 

Across Southern 
Africa (Appendix 
C: Care for 
Creation manual) 

March 2021 

Lenten Fast for Earth 

Via social media    

Lent is the 40 days before Easter, the 
theme is “little bits of good” (Arch 
Tutu). For one week we focus on water 
actions and groundwater.  

  
See 2022 Fast 
calendar in 
Appendix A https://www.greenanglicans.org/40-little-

bits-of-good-carbon-fast-for-lent/  

  

https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-water-day-paddle/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/world-water-day-paddle/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/40-little-bits-of-good-carbon-fast-for-lent/
https://www.greenanglicans.org/40-little-bits-of-good-carbon-fast-for-lent/


Contributed to a  publication “Towards a 
Blue Green City” 

Online 
publication  

  

This was the result of a conference 
held at the University of the Western 
Cape a few years ago. We were in a 
reference looking at the role of the 
faith communities. 

    
http://wrcwebsite.azurewebsites.net/wp-
content/uploads/mdocs/Towards%20a%20
blue%20green%20city_final%20web.pdf  

World Council of Churches asked to use 
our liturgy for their World Water Day 
service 

Online from their 
headquarters in 
Geneva 

72 

Groundwater is the theme of World 
Water Day 2022.  
Water justice is climate justice is 
gender justice.  

  

Liturgy circulated.  
(See Appendix C: 
Liturgy for World 
Water Day 2022 ) 

22-Mar-22   

 

http://wrcwebsite.azurewebsites.net/wp-content/uploads/mdocs/Towards%20a%20blue%20green%20city_final%20web.pdf
http://wrcwebsite.azurewebsites.net/wp-content/uploads/mdocs/Towards%20a%20blue%20green%20city_final%20web.pdf
http://wrcwebsite.azurewebsites.net/wp-content/uploads/mdocs/Towards%20a%20blue%20green%20city_final%20web.pdf


 
 

Yanga Kwanini, 
Nyanga 

I want to teach others about Nature and help them enjoy it.  I will take care of and 
water plants especially in summer as I know their roots can’t reach the groundwater. 

Gino Thomas, 
Athlone 

I liked the bonds we made with friends, the importance of water conservation and to 
stay connected to God. I want to raise awareness about how to care for water. 

Akhona Kalipa, 
New Crossroads 

Nature is a safe happy place to be.  Water is life, without water we are nothing. I will 
try to teach and volunteer with my peers, in my church, my school. I want to change 
the environment I live in.  

Siya Mlobi, 
Nyanga 

I learned how to take care of water and keep the land clean. I learned how important 
it is to plant. I will continue planting and teaching others. This has been a self-fulfilling 
programme, I formed wonderful friendships. 

Lerato Kalipa, 
Gugulethu 

I love our Table Mountain and enjoyed visiting new places like Intaka Island. I have 
learned that water is life. I will teach others about the importance of water. 

Mandilakhe 
Gwavu, 
Crossroads 

No matter where you are, you must take care of water. We must go into our 
communities and school to teach people about what we learned.  

 

The initial consultation by the MEL team was very helpful, as it felt like the partners were part 

of a bigger process, e.g. the awareness team. 

So we thought that we would work together with Greenpop around awareness, maybe our 

Sunday School kids might join their competition, or we could do some joint events.  

We also discussed the possibility of getting churches to sign up to have their boreholes 

monitored.  

However, due to Covid-19 it wasn’t possible as we were all just trying to keep to minimum 

exposure.  

Without the MEL process we would probably not have heard about the dashboard, and the 

integration and direction done by the MEL team helped us to realise what impact we are 

making individually and also collective as part of the bigger project.  

 

 



 
 

 It was difficult to get a partnership going during Covid-19! I think at our initial meeting 

we had lots of ideas about how we would work with Greenpop and then also later on 

about how we would work with the Philippi groundwater project, and also how we 

might do borehole education in the churches. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 and the 

restrictions it imposed none of these collaborations materialised. 

 I think going forward, water is always one of our main focuses each year but we will 

always include groundwater now, when we talk of rivers, oceans, dams and lakes we 

will always keep raising awareness of groundwater. We need to feed this into the City 

of Cape Town processes because they are working a lot with the Dutch Embassy on 

waterways. 

 I think we have all internalised the idea of groundwater. The Water Cycle was “factual 

knowledge” that we learned at school and now we feel it! 

 There are many Scriptures that speak of groundwater. The Bible was written in a 

context similar to Africa with great dependence on groundwater – springs and wells, 

and water flowing from the rocks are very present in the Scriptures.  

 

Our biggest win was getting the groundwater resolution at Synod (see Appendix C: Diocese 

of Cape Town resolution).  

Other key wins have been: 

 Having the World Council of Churches asking to use our resource materials.  

 Having the youth department send out our Sunday School materials to their mailing 

list of 14 000 people.  

 Being invited to the Mayor of Cape Town’s river paddle. 

 

The appendices listed below can be accessed from the Appendices landing page:  

www.wwf.org.za/annexures/table_mountain_water_source_area_partnership 

 

World Water Day service 2021: What does water 

mean to you? 

Sunday School materials for children: Water is life! 

Sunday School materials for teachers: Water is life!   

Colouring activities 

 

Names of Water Disciples 

Participating churches in Cape Town 

2022 Fast calendar 

Groundwater factsheet: Groundwater: The water we 

walk on 

Care for Creation manual 

Liturgy for World Water Day 2022  

Diocese of Cape Town resolution 

Spekboom donations 

Protest to protect the Black River 

 

http://www.wwf.org.za/annexures/table_mountain_water_source_area_partnership


 
 

 


