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CULTURE IN CONSERVATION PROJECT CONCEPT 

Kasese district hosts Rwenzori mountain and the Queen Elizabeth national park which are 

re-known heritage sites appreciated both culturally and internationally. However, the communities 

face great poverty levels and youth un employment all which are greatly over influencing direct 

dependency on natural environmental for livelihood.  

Decades of charcoal burning, lumbering and poaching have caused significant loss in biodiversity, 

fostered erosion on hills and riverbanks and seen loss human lives involved in wildlife crime 

while worsening the climate change effects. 

The reducing levels of the Rwenzori snow due to climate change is a great loss of the Rwenzori 

pride that is both nationally and internationally appreciated.  With the support from WWF 

SWEDEN, Ihandiro youth advocates for nature is humbled to implement culture in conservation 

music and drama project. 

Theme: Reorganising culture in conservation for sustainable conservation strategies. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

-To bring close and unite conservation practitioners with community for easy and sustainable 

conservation strategies. 

-To uphold cultural conservational norms and values 

-To inspire youth and women in innovative environmental stewardship 

-Involve community in commitment to participatory conservation. 

WHY CULTURE IN CONSERVATION 

Communities share similar interests in terms of norms, natural resources usage (herbal and wood) 

beliefs and similar appreciation of some important natural futures such as Rwenzori snow to the 

inhabitants on Rwenzori mountain. 

As youth who envision economic empowerment through education for sustainable development 

and environmental conservation, we appreciate the potential of communities to conserve basing on 

similar norms they share under culture.  

We believe this is possible through, 

-Discussion between communities and policy makers to enable communities understand the role 

of valuing biodiversity to sustain their cultural interest e.g sustainability of herbal plants for 

sustainable use. 

-Bring close and unite community with conservation practitioners for easy and sustainable 

strategies. 

-Involve communities in commitment to participatory conservation through a feeling of natural 

resources ownership. 



HOW TO INVOLVE CULTURE IN CONSERVATION 

The project aims at leading and presenting to the community and conservation stakeholders 

integrated conservation that involves socio-economic and environmental conservation 

consideration in meeting the interests of the two parties. 

Reorganising the way communities use resources for herbal medicine, art and craft and wild foods 

requires using these cultural interests to create a feeling of resource ownership and responsibility 

of stewardship. Conservational norms such as totems and taboos need to be appreciated and 

upheld. 

Recognition of culture in community conservation can be a potential cultural tourism income 

source that can reduce pressure on natural resources for survival  

 HOW TO POTRAY IT THROUGH MUSIC AND DRAMA 

We will make it done through music and drama that will bring together communities to participate 

in that cultural life event and have a memory of their cultural life.  

Culture consists what we eat, what we treat with, what we value and the pride we have in our 

homeland such as historical sites and the Rwenzori snow. 

The youth and women communities will through music present challenges of conservation, effect 

on culture and the joint role of citizens in sustainability of our great heritage for the next 

generations 

WHO ARE THE PARTICIPANTS 
We will engage with united community youth and women groups who Will participate in regard to 

the day's theme. 

We will also engage with conservation agencies to have a broad sharing of knowledge and 

experience and also to seek guidance on eligibility to make partnerships for community 

involvement in conservation. Communities sharing boundaries with Rwenzori and Queen 

Elizabeth national park. 

FUTURE PLAN 

We would like to use the success of the event to make cultural conservation annual events in the 

conductive to celebrate and foster culture in conservation. This we hope will always empower 

communities to take up and sustain the heart of conservation, inspire the youth in adopting 

innovations to solve community challenges that endangers the interests of conservation. 

CALL FOR SUPPORT 

Ihandiro youth advocates for nature thanks WWF SWEDEN for funding the creative cultural 

conservation program and continues to seek linkage to and support from conservation practitioners 

to achieve the dream of conservation through conservation engagement. 
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