
                                   
 

 
Press release - The Dutch Fund for Climate and Development is looking for scalable 
climate solutions in Uganda 
 

Kampala, April, 15, 2021 - The Dutch Fund for Climate and Development (DFCD) is 

organising the Scalable Climate Solutions Challenge in Uganda. It is an extra push to attract 
more proposals in this new market for bankable climate projects. 

Often called the ‘Pearl of Africa’, Uganda has a unique geography that stands out for its diverse 
habitats, wildlife and landscapes. Climate change, however, is already badly affecting the 
country’s favorable weather. Prolonged drought in the north, landslides in the east, and 
devastating floods are damaging the country’s natural resources and agricultural productivity. 
This puts people’s livelihoods at risk. 

That is why the DFCD is very interested in supporting Ugandan businesses and organizations 
that are working on business models and potentially bankable projects that help to adapt to 
the impact of climate change or mitigate its consequences.  

We’re looking for projects in sectors, such as climate resilient agroforestry, landscape 
regeneration, water management and fresh water supply, agriculture or aquaculture. 

Projects can access a development contribution of up to € 350K from the existing DFCD 
Origination facility, and one project from Uganda will get a chance to present their project at 
COP26 in Glasgow and become eligible for additional support from DFCD. 

Aaron Vermeulen, Head of Green Finance WWF NL said: “The Climate Crisis and the 
COVID-19 pandemic have highlighted the urgent need to act now and build resilient 
landscapes for people and nature.The DFCD presents an amazing opportunity for the private 
sector to make the shift towards climate-resilience and work with the WWF.” 

Joris van Bommel, Deputy Ambassador and Head of Development Cooperation: 
“Uganda increasingly feels the effects of climate change. It has made a lot of progress in 

identifying solutions and developing bankable proposals for both climate adaptation and 
mitigation. Focusing on Uganda’s priority sectors of water, agriculture and environment, the 
DFCD seeks to scale these solutions and increase the private investment that is so crucial for 
climate action. We hope our partners in Uganda will join the discussion so we can have the 
most impact!” 

Open webinar Thursday 22 April, 10 AM Uganda Time 
To learn more about the climate challenges in Uganda and how the DFCD could support 
project’s in scaling successfully, we’re organizing an interactive online event in April. 

During this webinar, New Forests Company, a Ugandan forestry company, also shares its story 
of how it is helping to create resilience for people and nature, and how the DFCD is supporting 
their project with a grant and technical support. We will also explain the selection criteria of the 
DFCD and the application process. 

 

 

https://www.wwf.nl/wat-we-doen/aanpak/internationaal/Dutch-Fund-for-Climate-and-Development/The-DFCD-supports-in-carbon-certification-in-Uganda


                                   
 

Our panel for the day: 

● Aaron Vermeulen, Head of Green Finance, WWF NL 
● Elizabeth Carabine, Senior Climate Expert, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands in Uganda and Kenya 
● Martin Asiimwe, Forest and Biodiversity Program Coordinator WWF Uganda 
● Alex Kyabawampi, Uganda head of CSR at New Forests Company 
● Rik Recourt, Associate for DFCD, FMO 

 
Webinar Thursday 22 April 2021 
Time: 10:00 AM Uganda Time (9:00 AM Central European Time)  
 
Register yourself and share the link with others:  
https://thedfcd.com/challenge/uganda/ 
 
 
About the DFCD 
The DFCD enables private sector investment in projects aimed at climate adaptation and 
mitigation in developing countries. The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs has made available € 
160 million to increase the resilience of communities and ecosystems most vulnerable to 
climate change. The DFCD is managed by a pioneering consortium of Climate Fund Managers 
(CFM), Worldwide Fund for Nature Netherlands (WWF-NL) and SNV, led by the Dutch 
Entrepreneurial Development Bank, FMO. 
 
About WWF Uganda 
WWF started operating in Uganda in 1992, as a project coordination office implementing 
projects for East and South Africa. In October 2009, WWF Uganda Country Office (UCO) was 
established. The legal status of WWF in Uganda was first negotiated in 1992 and later 
renegotiated under a new hosting agreement with the government of Uganda in 2014. WWF 
is now included on the schedule of the Diplomatic Privileges Regulations under Statutory 
Instrument No.201-1 in Uganda. 
 
Over 80% of our work in Uganda is concentrated in the Albertine Rift Region which is one of 
WWF's global priority places.(The African Rift lakes).This is important because it has the 
highest biodiversity value in Uganda as well as mainland Africa. The Albertine Rift is under 
threat from oil, gas and other development plans. 
 
About New Forests Company 
The New Forests Company (NFC) is a successful forestry and timber processing company 
operating in East Africa since 2006, with a presence in Uganda, Tanzania and Rwanda. In 
Uganda the company has three plantations - managing almost 20,000 ha of land for 
commercial forestry. 40% of that is preserved for conservation to protect crucial waterways 
and promote landscape restoration and biodiversity. 
 
The DFCD is supporting NFC in setting up its carbon certification. Here you can read how 
DFCD’s grant and technical assistance (TA) will allow NFC to develop the final business 
investment proposal for carbon certification in Uganda, for sustainable smallholder growth and 
timber market diversification. 
 
Contact WWF Uganda: Rita Kyategeka, skyategeka@wwfuganda.org, +256 718 780 664 

https://wwf.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1130b0aaefeddbeb723f8acd0&id=f83bc8e84d&e=b9849ae225
http://www.thedfcd.com/
http://www.wwfuganda.org/
https://newforests.net/
https://www.wwf.nl/wat-we-doen/aanpak/internationaal/Dutch-Fund-for-Climate-and-Development/The-DFCD-supports-in-carbon-certification-in-Uganda
mailto:skyategeka@wwfuganda.org

