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Background
Only 20 percent of  the Ugandan population has access to electricity in Uganda and the majority 
(62 percent) of  the population, mostly rural households, use kerosene lamps as well as candles and 
fuel wood for lighting. This is not only inefficient, hazardous and expensive; but also contributes to 
pollution and has serious implications on peoples’ health and the environment. 

The Government has responded to this challenge by implementing a rural electrification program to 
promote national economic and social development and integration. It has implemented programs 
through grid extension, establishing independent grids, and promoting photovoltaic systems and

renewable energy generation projects. Private and public sector players have also made a huge 
contribution by increasing access to off-grid solutions. Solar systems have emerged as an alternative 
to bring electricity to homes, businesses and institutions. However, several factors have limited their 
adoption, including: high upfront costs; limited distribution centres in off-grid communities; 
limited local technical capacity to design, install and maintain solar systems; limited awareness of  
the availability, benefits and opportunities of  using Solar Photovoltaic (PV); and inadequacy in the 
enforcement and promotion of  quality standards for off-grid energy solutions. 

The project’s focus is on addressing these factors limiting communities’ access to solar systems. It is 
being implemented in 20 districts of  the Albertine Graben, which all have a common challenge of  
poor access to energy. 

Project Goal

By 2025, rural livelihoods are improved and greenhouse gas emissions are reduced through widespread 
access to clean and renewable sources of  energy in Uganda. 

Project Objectives
a. Capacity of  community-based organizations (CBOs) to install and manage solar photovoltaic 

(PV) technology is strengthened in the target districts;

b. Capacity of  target beneficiaries of  the mini-grids to identify and manage small and medium 
enterprises and other productive energy uses is strengthened;

c. Awareness about the value of  renewable energy among the population of  Kasese and beyond 
is improved and stimulates demand for solar PV systems;

d. Access to solar PV power is scaled-up and expanded to new communities and social 
institutions across Kasese District and beyond using innovative business solutions rooted in 
local communities.

e. Public and private actors replicate this innovative business model to promote widespread 
use of  renewable energy in Uganda. 

Expected outcomes
•	 17,157 households in rural communities in Kasese, Arua, Masindi and beyond to 

access solar PV power
•	 Capacity of  62 Community based Organisations (CBOs) to be strengthened to install 

and manage solar PV technology
•	 200 small businesses (bars, restaurants, hair salons, phone charging booths) to benefit 

from mini-grids to be set up



•	 51 social institutions (31 schools and 20 health centres) to be supplied with solar PV 
systems of  up to 1000W

Accomplishments

i. Capacity of  106 (101 male, 5 female) technicians from 62 CBOs was strengthened through 
trainings in both technical and business skills to be able to install and manage solar home 
system enterprises. 

ii. Business trainings conducted for 802 residents (346 Female, 456 Male).  The trainings have 
enabled the communities to identify 215 small businesses and 12 potential productive uses of  
electricity in manufacturing and cottage industry sectors. 

iii. The publicity campaigns have resulted in a 48% increase in awareness about the value of  
renewable energy in the target districts of  implementation. 

iv. The solar home systems distribution network has enabled more than 3,000 households to 
access solar home systems that are benefiting 13,368 people; 33,439 households in the project 
areas have also accessed solar home systems from other suppliers.

v. This business model has been replicated in 17 other districts of  the Albertine Graben.  This 
was through partnerships with additional CSOs and CBOs to expand the solar home system 
distribution network. These approaches have been promoted to stakeholders at both national 
and regional fora.

Details of  beneficiaries

•	 62 community based organisations (CBOs)
•	 68,628 individuals from the rural communities (17,157 households) 
•	 200 small businesses (bars, restaurants, hair salons, phone charging booths) 
•	 51 social institutions (20 health centres and 31 schools)

Implementing Partners

The implementing partners include:  Ministry of  Energy and Mineral Development (MEMD) 
through the Rural Electrification Agency (REA); Enterprise Uganda, 20 district local governments; 
3 civil society networks (Kitara Civil Society Network (KCSON), Rural Initiatives for Commmunity 
Empowerment- West Nile (RICE-WN) and Kiima Foods); and 62 CBOs.

Who finances it?

The project is funded by the European Union. The total grant for the five years is Euros 5.7 
million. It is co-financed with Euros 1.2 million by the Government of  Uganda, SIDA, WWF 
Norway and WWF Denmark.

Links to Related Publications and success stories

1. Schools Installed with Solar Systems Excel in Recently Released National 
Primary Leaving Exams 

2. https://www.wwfuganda.org/our_research/files/?uNewsID=28964
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klCuwFIpj7w 


