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AFRICA AIMS FOR BIGGEST HOUR FOR EARTH
Countries celebrate Earth Hour Amidst Challenging times

Nairobi, Kenya,(23 March 2023) - WWF will mark the 17th edition of Earth Hour on March 23, at 8.30
p.m., to make it the Biggest Earth Hour in Africa yet, as the continent continues to raise awareness and
highlight its vulnerability to the twin crises of climate change and biodiversity loss. The continent has been
a significant contributor and set records within the Earth Hour movement over the years as the only region
in the world to activate events and public mobilization across all 54 countries, with the agendas of nature
restoration, policy enforcement, and people-first inclusive conservation taking centre stage. Africa's
significant contributions to Earth Hour include:

● 2013- WWF Madagascar led the way in distributing 1000 improved stoves in Toliara; and
planted 10,000 trees in Antananarivo to address forest loss and promote energy saving

● 2013 - WWF Uganda - mobilized the community to join hands in creating the world’s first
Earth Hour Forest to stop deforestation of 6,000 hectares

● 2016 and 2017- WWF Tanzania installed solar power panels in two primary schools thus
helping in improving performance of students and effectiveness of teachers. In addition solar
panels installed in a hospital serving 1000 people have helped provide vital health care for
the community

● 2017- WWF South Africa mobilised 12,000 people to hold Eskom to account by demanding
renewable energy and meeting the COP21 commitments through a bold online petition.

While the 'Switch Off' campaign has traditionally been the focus of Earth Hour globally, the movement is
this year encouraging people all over the world to spend 60 minutes doing something good for the planet
in order to turn a single Earth Hour into thousands and millions of hours of action and awareness. As a
result, the world's largest grassroots environmental campaign will shine a bright light on the twin threats of
environmental degradation and climate change. Climate change has had a significant impact on food
security, water availability, and public health in Africa, with the most recent impacts being felt most
strongly in Mozambique, Kenya, and Tanzania as a result of unpredictable weather patterns and extreme
events.

"We have formatted Earth Hour towards our immediate needs and most pressing urgent actions for the
people. Nature needs our help. And this is true as we moblise and support each other to make the biggest
hour for Earth, that we recognise the challenges nature faces,” remarked Dr. Amani Ngusaru, Interim
WWF Africa Regional Director.

“Our brothers and sisters in Mozambique has been hit by Cyclone Freddy twice in the last few weeks. The
result has been heavy flooding, destruction of farm lands and infrastructure, and human loss and
displacements. East Africa is in year two of a devastating drought that has taken the livelihoods of
thousands of families, lives of livestock and wild animals as well as no food crops. Earth Hour 2023 is a
crucial opportunity to remind the world of the importance of protecting our planet,” he added.

Failure to combat climate change and nature loss will have devastating consequences for African people
and ecosystems, making immediate action necessary. With the Kunming-Montreal Agreement committing



the world to halting and reversing biodiversity loss by 2030, the next seven years are crucial in
determining whether we can halt irreversible environmental degradation and runaway climate change.

Rose Thuo, Head of Marketing and Communications, Africa, and Africa spokesperson for Earth Hour,
called for unity and support for the planet, saying, "We need more people than ever to join Earth Hour and
come together, to look after each other and the one home we all share.”
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For more information or for a press interview contact: africafocus@wwfint.org

Supporting assets
● Earth Hour 2023 Website
● Earth Hour 2023 Campaign video
● Earth Hour 2023 Socialisation video
● Earth Hour 2023 Community Engagement Handbook
● Earth Hour 2023 Global Artworks
● Pledge Your Hour for Earth 

About Earth Hour 
Earth Hour is WWF's flagship global environmental movement. Born in Sydney in 2007, Earth Hour has
grown to become the world's largest grassroots movements for the environment, inspiring individuals,
communities, businesses and organizations in more than 190 countries and territories to take tangible
environmental action. Historically, Earth Hour has focused on the climate crisis, but more recently, Earth
Hour has strived to also bring the pressing issue of nature loss to the fore. The aim is to create an
unstoppable movement for nature, as it did when the world came together to tackle climate change. The
movement recognizes the role of individuals in creating solutions to the planet’s most pressing
environmental challenges and harnesses the collective power of its millions of supporters to drive
change. 

The science is clear. We know the next 7 years are crucial in determining whether we can halt irreversible
environmental degradation and runaway climate change.  It is known to all that there is an urgent need to
hold global temperature rise below 1.5°C, but our planet has already been warmed by 1.1°C above
pre-industrial levels and we are on a trajectory to hit a possible 1.5°C by 2030. At the sametime, one
million species are now threatened with extinction and global wildlife populations have declined by a
staggering 69% since 1970. Urgent action for climate, nature and biodiversity are even more necessary
than ever. That is why Earth Hour is therefore needed more than ever, to inspire millions more to act, and
make millions more take notice.

Visit www.earthhour.org to find out about Earth Hour events around the world. Together, let’s create the
Biggest Hour for Earth.

About WWF
WWF is an independent conservation organization, with over 5 million supporters and a global network
active in over 100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the Earth's natural environment
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological
diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the
reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. Visit www.panda.org/news for the latest news and media
resources and follow us on Twitter @WWF_media.

https://www.earthhour.org/
https://youtu.be/PivAqlCBL2o
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