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North West Game Count
WWF Namibia and the NACSO-Natural Resources
Working Group in collaboration with the Ministry of
Environment Forestry and Tourism, Integrated Rural
Development and Nature Conservation, Tourism
Supporting Conservation, and Namibia Nature
Foundation participated in the annual North-West Game
Counts, which ran from 16-30 May.
An encouraging presence of plains game was noted in
some of the conservancies. Similarly, there was a
noticeable increase in the grass cover in most areas of
Kunene north and south due to the recent good rainfall.
The counts were conducted in communal conservancies,
tourism concessions (Palmwag, Etendeka, and Hobatere),
and the Skeleton Coast Park. Over the next few weeks,
the collected data will be processed and analyzed to
produce the updated North-West Game Count Posters.

Country Director
Not one to let surgery slow her down, Juliane Zeidler attended the Virtual
Annual Conference (VAC) of WWF Network Leaders on 5 & 6 May 2022,
and celebrated progress on Community Conservation and Innovation
Hub.
Conservation partners have signed the ownership documents and the
next step will be launching the renovation tenders. Watch this space for
more exciting news on the Hub.

Comms content collection trip to the
Zambezi Region
With support from WWF Germany and WWF Netherlands,
WWF Namibia’s communications team embarked on a
content collection trip in the northeast. The team covered
stories ranging from the importance of the Covid Relief,
Recovery and Resilience Fund to conservancies,
agricultural projects, the protection of wildlife corridors,
human-lion conflict mitigation, and the sheer magic of the
Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area
(KAZA TFCA).
Gathering footage, conducting interviews, and capturing stills photographs that can be shared in Namibia
and globally by our network partners helps to increase the understanding of the issues faced by communities
who live with wildlife, the importance of KAZA and Namibia’s critical place in the KAZA landscape.
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Ground Hornbills
With funding from the WWF Wildlife
and Adaptation Innovation Fund,
WWF Namibia is supporting the
Ministry of Environment Forestry
and Tourism’s Southern Ground
Hornbill project, which is designed
to mitigate the impacts of climate
change and enhance community
conservation of this endangered
species.
We encourage Namibians and
visitors to contribute sightings of
these big birds!

USAID Combatting
Wildlife Crime Project welcomes
Musona Ngulube
The Combatting Wildlife Crime Project (CWCP),
Project Management Unit (PMU) was delighted to
host Musonsa Ngulube, the Agreement Officer
Representative from the USAID Southern Africa
Regional Office Pretoria, who visited Namibia on 1419 June 2022. During that time, Musonsa worked
with the PMU, attended the two-day IWPP
sponsored Stakeholder Conference, and traveled to
the Northwest to see CWCP project sites.
Musonsa, CWCP Chief of Party Mike Strang, Maxi
Louis from NACSO, and Alastair Nelson, a
consultant for the Synthesis Report, traveled to the
northwest where they received project updates
from Save the Rhino Trust staff, visited a newly
constructed Himba village, trekked with Rhino
Rangers, and visited a remote Rhino Ranger fly
camp, where they saw the basic living conditions at
a fly camp and realized the arduous journey
required to resupply of food and water.
Maxi provided Musonsa and Alastair with
background information on the status of
conservancies and the Namibia CBNRM
programme, and also provided valuable guidance

for acquiring the needed permits for the fledgling
Himba village located near the Palmwag gate.
Lesley Karutjaiva, SRT’s Operations Director, and
his brother Mensley gave a tutorial on how they
record rhino sightings and the procedures for
payments and accountability.

Efraim Awarab-Rhino Ranger
from the Torra Conservancy
sitting next the only cell
phone reception point at an
SRT fly camp.

A group photo after trekking
a couple of kilometers where
we saw a black rhino and calf.
Left to Right. Pius NekongoNAMPOL, Maxi Louis, Mike
Strang, Mensley KarutjaivaTorra Rhino Ranger, Musonsa
Ngulube-USAID and Lesley
Karutjaiva-SRT.
Himba women at the newly
built tourist center near the
Palmwag gate. The village
was started by Mensley
Karutjaiva in the hope that it
will attract tourists.
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Angolan exchange
trip to KAZA

On 10-15 June, WWF with TNC facilitated a study tour
for a small Angolan delegation to the Zambezi Region.
The purpose was to learn about the CBNRM
programme with a view to strategizing a way forward
for applying community conservation involvement in
Angola.

After having dinner with the MEFT in
Windhoek, the delegation held meetings with
MEFT regional staff, Mashi Conservancy,
Sobbe Conservancy, Salambala Conservancy
and Sikunga Conservancy. Meetings were
also held with the KAZA Secretariat, Dr
Nyambe. A lot was learned, and a way
forward agreed in creating awareness in
Angola of the opportunities of involving
communities in conservation.
Some key lessons learnt were the need to
have the political will, matched with a
grassroots movement from the regions and
facilitated though a coordinated partnership
of support agencies. IRDNC made all the
arrangements for the community meetings
and Maliasili facilitated the session on the
way forward and provided the trip report.

WWF Namibia Review and Way
Forward
It has been six months since the WWF Namibia
Strategic Plan 2022-2026 was a launched, a
perfect time for the WWF Namibia team to
embark on retreat to discuss the challenges
and successes of the organisation and our
plans to move forward in pursuit of reaching
our strategic objectives.

These mid-year check-in sessions are a great way to creatively
cover highlights from each department, engage in activities
designed to stimulate new ideas, foster a stronger working
culture, and examine and affirm
ways in which we can work together to reach our strategic goals.
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KAZA PIA
The WWF in KAZA Project Implementation Agreement (PIA) meeting took place on 8-9 June in Victoria Falls.
Participants were from the three WWF KAZA country offices (Namibia, Zambia & Zimbabwe) and supporting
WWF national offices (NOs). The purpose of the meeting was to report on progress on the WWF Network
ongoing long-term strategic support for the KAZA TFCA and prioritise actions at the country and
transboundary level for 2022-23.

WWF Namibia in the US
Ginger Mauney, WWF Namibia’s Communications and
Fundraising Director, travelled to the WWF US offices where
she met with teams from Wildlife Conservation, US Country
Offices, Marketing and Communications, Development,
including engaging with staff based throughout the US via a
Brown Bag presentation, Fresh Water and Food, Climate
Change, and Policy and Government Affairs, which led to a
visit to Capitol Hill for discussions with Senate staff on the
importance of continuing support for combatting wildlife
crime projects.
As WWF Namibia has transitioned from a US project office to
a full-fledged Country Office, the ties between the two
offices remain strong and the impact that we can make
together continues to grow.

INL supports prosecutor
training

Twenty prosecutors in the Office of the
Prosecutor General (OPG) across the
country received training from the Black
Lawyers Association – Legal Education
Centre (BLA-LEC).
The BLA-LEC is a South African-based
association that offers training
programmes for professionals in the legal
field. The three-day of “Basic Intensive
Trail Advocacy” training took place
between 22 – 24 June 2022 at NUST Hotel
School in Windhoek.
The trainers consisted of a retired Judge of
Appeal, Justice Serithi and two Senior
Counsels. The INL (International Narcotics
& Law Enforcement) project provided
funds for the training.
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Rhino Pride
The first-ever Rhino Cup Champion League Soccer Tournament
took place in the North-West Namibia Combatting Wildlife Crime
Project landscape. Namibia joins Mozambique and Zimbabwe in
the Rhino Cup Champions League. The aim of this cup is to
educate young people about the threats from poaching and give
poaching syndicates the red card, creating an impact from within
the communities affected by poaching and thus changing the
game in conservation.
The event was a success, engaging 300 soccer playing youth and
coaches from 6 conservancies in the region. FIFA regulations
were followed and closely watched by professional referees. The
league is following a European Champions League format, based
on points related to goals scored. Wild and Free Foundation is
the primary donor for the league. USAID provided support
through funding to Save the Rhino Trust and Namibia Nature
Foundation for their participation.

HERE

Check out more details:

Photo of the Month

Fish River Canyon - The honeymoon views of newly wedded Nicole (was Benade) and Yannis Beukes.
Congratulations!

