
WHO WE WORK WITH

Government

Industry

Government 
Institutions

Communities 

© WWF South Africa 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 
South Africa is a water-scarce country, exacerbated by 
climatic change and extreme weather patterns. With water 
security a national priority, this scarcity has significant 
impacts on ecosystems, the economy and people’s health 
and wellbeing.

Ten percent of South Africa’s land surface provides half of 
the water that flows into our rivers and dams. These strategic 
water source areas are, however, under increasing threat 
from high water users in sectors like agriculture and forestry, 
mining impacts on water quality, and water-thirsty invasive 
alien species.

To achieve water security, we need protection of our water 
source areas and more efficient water use. In addition, 
water allocations need to be addressed in the plans of high-
impact sectors, and the transfer of irrigable land needs to be 
considered in land reform. 

OUTCOME 2 

WHAT WE DO
 WWF works across all levels of government and with all 

stakeholders to strengthen water governance, with the aim 
to ensure that water resource planning and management is 
included in national and local policies and strategies. 

 Through the implementation and adoption of best-
practice water stewardship, we contribute to expanding 
and improving the management and security of our water 
resources.

 At catchment level, WWF works with community-public-
private partnerships to address the key threats to our water 
sources and to secure funding to rehabilitate, restore and 
manage these sources.

 We strengthen and support the development of inclusive, 
functional and capacitated institutions (i.e., water users 
associations and catchment management agencies).
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Freshwater quantity and quality improved in strategic 
water source areas for ecological systems and 
downstream communities.
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