
                                                                                              
                                                          

MIMOSA PIGRA ON THE UPPER ZAMBEZI LANDSCAPE 

 

The Barotse floodplain is the second wetland system in Zambia and a designated Ramsar Site 

under the International Wetland Convention. The Floodplain is home to a number of water birds 

such as Slaty egret, Purple heron, Open bill stocks and Cormorants among others. In addition, 

the plain has over 120 fish species that support ecological functioning and provide vital livelihood 

options and security for families on the floodplain. The rich culture and heritage exemplifies a 

unique form of co-existence between the local villages and the natural resources around them. 

The hydrology of the floodplain is characteristic of slightly modified wetland that inundate in the 

wet season - December to March- and recedes in the dry season - July to October - annually. 

This is in response to the precipitation, surface runoff and groundwater recharge that results in 

discharge values of over 300 cubic meters per second in the months of February and March in 

the up-stream location of the Zambezi River. With so much ecological and cultural diversity it is 

something to look forward to each time the waters flood and the locals have to move to the upper 

land in a spectacular ceremony called the Kuomboka - Kufuhela ceremony. 

 

However, the Barotse floodplains face a number of threats from a number of drivers such as 

unsustainable infrastructure development, unsustainable natural resource utilization from the 

local community as well as invasive species. This has resulted in a number of ecological 

pressures such as invasive species such as Mimosa pigra that cause harm to native ecosystems 

and biodiversity. The shrub locally referred to as Inkangumbu is an invasive tropical prickly shrub 

that has invaded the Barotse floodplain and embedded itself along the river banks of the Zambezi 

river. It has posed a significant threat to the ecosystem in that it has disrupted plant communities 

that are extremely adaptable, imposed severe ecological impacts on agriculture and biodiversity 

especially water birds and ecosystem services. The shrub has impacted the local communities 

by also disrupting the recreational use of waterways as well as fishing.  

 

WWF is currently working with Birdwatch Zambia and the Barotse Royal Establishment (BRE) to 

control the invasive plant. Working together with local communities to mechanically control 

mimosa as the first step in the intervention. The target is to clear over 35 km of the stretch of 

invasion on the Mongu-Tapo Bridge. In addition, the effort further delivers economic benefits to 

workers clearing the shrub through earning a monthly income for them and their families while 

resulting in tangible conservation impact. This is in line with conservation efforts being inclusive 

of the local communities. This is beneficial in that it provides a platform for the local people’s 

involvement in conservation while creating jobs and appreciation for natural resources. Their 

willingness to participate is what results in conservation success. 

 

 

 



                                                                                              
 

 
Figure 1-Picture showing Mimosa pigra along the Mongu-Tapo bridge 

 

 
Figure 2-Picture showing WWF & BWZ Staff together with the local community members that have been hired to 
clear the Mimosa Pigra 

 



                                                                                              

 
Figure 3-Picture showing the local community members clearing the Mimosa pigra 

 


